
17th June, 2020  
Dear Parents, 
 
Now that we have reached the end of the academic year, I just wanted to write to wish 
everyone a peaceful summer and I sincerely hope that you are able to stay safe during these 
demanding times. 
 
I have worked internationally for almost three decades and I can say, without fear of 
contradiction, that this is the most unusual, demanding, and in many ways, the saddest year 
I have ever experienced in my professional career.  
 
Had you told me back in August, as I stood on the stage in the auditorium welcoming the 
students back and celebrating the school’s best ever IB results, that we would finish it with 
the classrooms devoid of students, the corridors silent and everyone engaged in remote 
learning, I would have never believed you. The world has changed, and no one can predict 
what the ‘new normal’ will look like or if what is happening now is the ‘new normal’. 
 
However, despite the challenges we all face, I am sure that for everyone at school and in 
Oman, this academic year will be remembered predominately for the passing of His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said (may Allah rest his soul in peace).  
 
As I stated in my entry for the Yearbook, I have no doubt the loss of His Majesty has left a hole 
in everyone’s heart that may never completely heal. As His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tariq 
said in his first address to the nation, ‘on the 10th of January the nation lost the dearest and 
finest of its men, the founder of its modern state and renaissance, the man of wisdom and 
peace, who was an icon of tolerance and harmony’. 
 
In the same address, His Majesty Sultan Haitham went on to say that the ‘youth are the wealth 
of a nation, its inexhaustible resource and the arms that build it. They are its present and 
future’ and at the top of the nation’s priorities is the ‘education sector, with all its types and 
levels’. 
 
As one of the country’s leading schools for more than four decades we always have, and 
always will take our responsibility of educating the leaders of tomorrow’s Oman very 
seriously.  
 
We will continue to advocate the original vision for the school of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos’ 
and look forward to assisting the continued development of Oman under the guidance, 
leadership and wisdom of His Majesty Sultan Haitham. 
 
At the end of every academic year, we say ‘goodbye and thank you’ to those staff who are 
leaving for a new adventure in other parts of the world. I hope that all of them leave with 
fond memories of their time at the school and in Oman. Although, I have no doubt all of them 
have made their own mark on the school and the students, there is one person I would like 
to offer my own special thanks to – Dr Stuart Bradley.  
 



 
Over the last six years, I have come to appreciate Dr Stuart in so many ways, from his brilliant 
mind (he really is a very clever man) to his amazing cooking skills, and from his unwavering 
work ethic to his levels of diplomacy. More than just a colleague, I have come to appreciate 
Dr Stuart as a friend and will miss him greatly. For those of you who don’t know, Dr Stuart has 
no intention of taking life easy next year, as he has accepted a Principal’s position in a small 
and developing school in rural Thailand. 
 
By the same token, I would also like to take this opportunity to officially welcome Mr Darren 
Sibley to the post of Head of Primary. As I am sure you are aware, Mr Darren joined us at the 
beginning of this academic year and he and Dr Stuart have been working closely together to 
ensure a smooth transition.  
 
In preparation for next school year, I would also like to introduce you to some of the new 
teaching staff who will be joining us in August. 
 
Mr Chris Hassan-Houghton will be teaching in Primary and will be joined by his wife. Mr Chris 
is presently teaching in the UK and has a Primary Teaching Degree from the University of 
Durham. 
 
Ms Emily Richards will be teaching Lower Primary Music and will be joined by her husband 
(Mr Glyn) who will be teaching Secondary Mathematics (see below). Ms Emily is presently 
teaching in Vietnam and has a Bachelor of Arts in Music and a PGCE from the University of 
Southampton.  
 
Mr Glyn Richards will be teaching Secondary Mathematics. Mr Glyn is also teaching in Vietnam 
and has a Bachelor of Science from the University of Southampton and PGCE (Mathematics) 
from the University of Portsmouth. 
 
Mr Jamil Rawat will be teaching Science and Biology in the Secondary School. Mr Jamil will be 
joined by his family and is presently teaching in the UK, although he does have some 
experience of working in the region, having previously worked in Qatar.  Mr Jamil has a 
Bachelor of Science from the University of York and a PGCE (Biology) from Edgehill University. 
 
Mr John Binns will be joining the school to research, design and implement a new and exciting 
subject (Design Technology - DT) for our IGCSE and IB students from August 2021. More 
details about DT will follow in due course, but its introduction will further reinforce the 
school’s commitment to offer the students a wider variety of IGCSE and IB subjects and our 
advancement of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics). Mr John 
is presently working in the UK and will be joined by his family. Mr John holds a Bachelor of 
Science and PGCE from Manchester Metropolitan University. 
 
Ms. Laraine Bowden will be teaching Upper Primary Art. Ms. Laraine is already in Oman, as 
her husband works here and has already visited the school on several occasions. Prior to 
moving to Oman, Ms Laraine was Director of Creative Arts at a school in the UAE. Ms Laraine 



holds a Bachelor of Design from Edinburgh Napier University and a PGCE from Edgehill 
University. 
 
Dr Laura Wilson will be teaching Secondary English Language and Literature. Dr Laura is 
presently teaching in the UK and has Bachelor of Arts and Masters’ degree from Northumbria 
University, together with a PGCE and Doctorate from the University of Manchester. 
 
Dr Mary O’Gorman will be taking over as Head of Faculty for Secondary Science. Dr Mary is 
presently teaching in the UK and has a Bachelor of Science (Biology) and a Doctorate (Biology) 
from the University of Maynooth in Ireland. She also holds a PGDE (Biology) from the 
University of Edinburgh. 
 
Mr Rob Jones will be teaching in teaching in Primary and will be joined by his family. Mr. Rob 
is presently teaching in the UK and has a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) from Greenwich University 
and a PGCE from Canterbury Christ Church University. 
 
Also, looking forward, I know that everyone is eager to know what the next academic year 
will look like. Will students return to campus? Will we continue with e-learning? Will it be a 
combination of both? Given the situation remains fluid, we are unable to answer those 
questions at this time. However, as soon as we receive more information and guidance from 
the Ministry of Education, we will be sure to inform parents.  
 
Despite this uncertainty, we are planning for several eventualities to ensure our students 
continue to get the best possible education. Throughout this term, we have been continually 
reviewing our e-learning provision, based on feedback from the teachers, students and 
parents. We have also been sharing best practice and ideas with other schools in Oman and 
drawing upon the experiences of schools throughout the world, particularly in Asia. Given the 
amount of information we have been able to draw upon, it is clear there is no ideal solution 
and each programme needs to be age appropriate.  
 
With regards to e-learning, the consensus seems to be that a combination of live and pre-
recorded lessons, together with the appropriate resources works best. Should we need to 
continue with e-learning, we will be looking to increase the amount of time that students 
have ‘live’ access to their teachers. We do, however, appreciate that for some families having 
several children on-line at the same time is simply not feasible because of issues such as 
bandwidth and the number of devices needed. In these circumstances we will do our best to 
accommodate any family that has such difficulties and lets us know accordingly.  
 
I would like to finish by thanking everyone for their support during these demanding times. 
Stay safe during the summer and I really hope that we can welcome everyone back on campus 
after the holidays. 
 
 
Dr. Glenn Canterford 
Principal 


