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INtroduction

The Sultan’s School offers the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme, a comprehensive and challenging
pre-university course, for students entering Year 12. The
International Baccalaureate subjects are examined at the end
ofYear 13 by The International Baccalaureate Organisation, a
non-profit educational foundation based in Switzerland with its
Examinations Office in Cardiff.

Additionally students also study the Government Programmes
of Islamic and Social Studies which is taken into account
when applying for government sponsored scholarships.
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S CURRICULUM

IB Diploma Programme students choose to study six subjects in addition to three core

requirements that are integral to the curriculum:

This booklet contains comprehensive information about the structure and content of each
of the International Baccalaureate courses that are being offered in The Sultan’s School. This
information should assist students in making their choice.




tudents attending The Sultan’s
School have the opportunity to
enter for the full International

Baccalaureate Diploma Programme

(IBDP), a demanding course of study that
is designed for highly motivated students
aged 16 to 19. The qualification has a high
reputation and allows access to the world’s
leading universities.

At the heart of the IBDP are three core
requirements that are integral to the
curriculum and make the programme unique:

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

— an internally and externally assessed
interdisciplinary component exploring the
different concepts of knowledge found in the
subject areas;

Extended Essay

— an externally assessed, independent
research assignment of 4,000 words. In
this way IBDP students can specialise in a
subject area as preparation for university
studies and gain valuable experience of
writing academic papers;

Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)

- active participation over 18 months in
creative, physical and service activities in the
local community allowing students to gain
real life experience beyond the classroom.

In addition to the core requirements students
will also choose six subject based courses
(see IB Diploma Programme Diagram):

UNIQUE

Leaming Opportunities

they will study one course from Group 1,
one course from Group 2, one course from
Group 3, one course from Group 4 and one
mathematics course from Group 5. They
will then choose one additional course
from either Group 3 or Group 4 or Group
6. Subjects will be taken at either standard
level (SL) or higher level (HL). Subjects at
Standard Level will have four periods per
week on timetable while subjects taught at
higher level will have six periods per week.

To enter for the full IB Diploma, students must
study three of their subjects at standard level
and the other three subjects at higher level.

The final grades awarded to candidates in
each of the six subjects are on a scale of
7 points down to 1 point, with 7 being the
highest. Theory of Knowledge and the
Extended Essay are graded on a scale
of A to E, with A being the highest grade.
TOK and the Extended Essay contribute to
the overall points through a matrix system
which awards up to 3 bonus points. The
CAS programme is compulsory but does not
contribute to the student’s point total.

The full IB Diploma is awarded for a minimum
overall score of 24 points, as long as other
defined standards and conditions are met.
Students who fail to satisfy the entire set
of requirements are awarded individual
certificates for each of the subjects
completed.
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range of subjects; however, it is advised that students choose subjects based
upon career aspirations and future study at under-graduate level. Before
selecting subjects for study, students are advised to:

The IB Diploma programme is designed to encourage students to study a broad

+ seek careers advice (The Sultan’'s School has an experienced University and
Careers Advisor). Some courses at university require a specific combination of
subjects to be studied at IB level, as well as requiring a certain level of pass in
a higher level subject. Other courses at university, require only a specific points
total, therefore in this instance, it would be wise to choose a combination of
higher and standard level subjects to maximise your points potential;

- subject choices should reflect, to some extent, your strongest subjects
at IGCSE. Be warned, higher level chemistry, physics and maths are
particularly demanding and time consuming in homework terms — if you
score lower than B at IGCSE carefully consider whether you should
choose to study these subjects at higher level, for example, successful
study of physics relies to a great extent on a good understanding of
maths;

« it is important to remember that to qualify for the full Diploma you
must achieve a minimum points total of 12 in your three Higher Level
subjects;

- choose at least one higher level subject that you easily understand,
that you are interested in and that you have consistently performed
well in at IGCSE;

- try to choose subjects that you are good at and subjects that you
enjoy, this makes learning fun and more productive;

- where possible, talk to your teachers and seek their advice about
your suitability for a particular course and level of study;

« be realistic about goals and aspirations;
+ remember that the IB Diploma programme is a demanding course of
study, success will depend just as much upon attitude and application

and dedication as upon academic ability;

« your teachers may ultimately help you make the best and most appropriate
decisions.



The IB Diploma Courses

These courses are Literature and Language and Literature. This is for all students with a
high level of fluency in the chosen language.

Arabic A (Higher Level)
English A (Higher Level)

Arabic A (Standard Level)
English A (Standard Level)

Group 2 — Second Language (Language A or B)
B courses are for second language learners with little previous experience of the language.
Ab initio courses are for a student who has little or no experience of the target language.

Arabic B (Higher Level)

Group 3 - Individuals and Societies
Business and Management
(Higher Level)

Economics (Higher Level)
Information Technology

in a Global Society (Higher Level)
Geography (Higher Level)

Group 4 — Experimental Sciences
Biology (Higher Level)

Chemistry (Higher Level)
Computer Science (Higher Level)
Physics (Higher Level)

Design & Technology (Higher Level)

Group 5 — Mathematics
Mathematics AA (Higher Level)

Group 6 — The Arts
Visual Arts (Higher Level)

Arabic B (Standard Level)

Business and Management (Standard Level)

Economics (Standard Level)

Information Technology in a Global Society
(Standard Level)

Geography (Standard Level)

Biology (Standard Level)

Chemistry (Standard Level)

Physics (Standard Level)

Design & Technology (Standard Level)
Environmental Systems (Standard Level)

Mathematics AA (Standard Level)
Mathematics Al (Standard Level)

Visual Arts (Standard Level)









