28th August, 2022

Academic Year 2023-2022
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the 2023-2022 Academic Year. As always, | would like to start the year by providing you with an update on
developments within the school.
Vice Principal: | am delighted to report that Ms. Hind (School Counsellor) who has been at the school since 2009, has
been promoted to the role of Vice Principal. In total we had more than 200 applications for the post and Ms. Hind had to
go through a rigorous selection process that included interviews with the school's Board of Trustees and Senior
Management Team.
Although she has only been in the post for a short period, | am already beginning to see the qualities that Ms. Hind will
bring to the role, and | think she is going to have a very positive impact on the school.
One of Ms. Hind's objectives for this year will be to enhance the PTA. If you would like to be involved, please contact Ms.
Hind directly.
IB Examination Results: Like last year, | was delighted to see the results in early July, which produced a 91% pass rate.
These results mean our average pass rate has been above 95% (and well above the world average) for the last six years.
The class of 2022, faced many challenges throughout their two years in the IB programme, including having to study part
of the course on-line. In addition, for many of the students, the formal examinations in May were their first as their IGCSE
examinations had been cancelled two years previously.
| am so proud of the students for overcoming such adversity, but credit must also go to our outstanding teachers who
went above and beyond the call of duty to ensure the students completed all their Internal Assessments (IAs) in a timely
fashion and were ready for the final examinations.
Like previous graduating classes, | am confident that these students will go onto great things in the years to come and will
make the school and Oman very proud.
IGCSE Examination Results: There was more cause for celebration when the IGCSE results were published in the middle
of August, as they were our BEST EVER. In total our students generated more than 670 grades in 17 different subjects,
with 88% of the grades being in the A* to C range. In addition, more than 10% of the year group scored all A* and A grades.
Like the IB results, these exceptional grades are the result of the students being totally dedicated to their studies and our
teachers expertly guiding them throughout the course and preparing them for the examinations.
Congratulations to all the students and | am sure that if they continue to work hard, we will see some exceptional IB scores
in 2024,
New Staff Members: At the end of last term, we bid farewell to several staff who were either retiring or starting new
adventures in other parts of the world. Although we were sad to see them leave, | am delighted to say that all our new staff
have arrived safely and seem to be settling in very well.
| know staff turnover is always a concern for parents, but | think it is worth noting that our turnover each year is low, when
compared to many other schools. The worldwide average for schools, who recruit international staff, is usually in the region
of twenty-to-twenty five percent per annum. At The Sultan's School our average turnover tends to be less than ten
percent.
Curriculum Developments: As reported during the last school year, we will be moving to the Cambridge International
Programme for Primary and Middle School this year. This move comes with several benefits that include the fact that we
will now offer a seamless programme from Years 1to 9, which will better prepare our students for the demands of the
IGCSE and IB programmes.
| am also delighted to report that we will be making some additions at the upper and lower ends of the school for this
academic year. At the upper end | am excited to report that we will be further expanding our IB programme and
introducing Psychology for our Year 12 students. This is in addition to Design Technology that was introduced at the
IGCSE and IB level at the beginning of last year. At the lower end ‘bottom; we have reintroduced KG1, that will enable us
to help develop our students’ skills, particularly with regards to language, from a much younger age. This will undoubtedly
have enormous benefit further up the school.
Extra-Curricular Activities (ECAs): It is our intention to run a full programme of activities this year. Mr Lee (Activities
Coordinator) will be sending out all the information about what is on offer and when the programme will start.
COVID-19: As we are all aware, the restrictions associated with the pandemic have now been lifted. However, the virus is
still active, and we must continue to remain vigilant. The school will continue to take advice from the Ministry of Health
and the Ministry of Education and will always act in the best interests of our students and staff. Should any student, parent
or teacher wish to continue to wear a facemask while on campus, this will be permitted.
As always, if you would like any more information about these points, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
With best wishes,

Dr. Glenn Canterford
Principal
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